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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  TOTNES 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1938. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Council : 

The  year  1938  showed  a  great  improvement  on  the 
former  year  as  regards  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 
The  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  were  visitors,  who 
brought  the  disease  to  the  Borough.  During  the  epidemic 
of  Acute  Infantile  Paralysis  a  case  was  notified  in  the 
Borough  and  removed  to  Plymouth  under  special  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  isolation  of  that  disease.  No  other  cases 
occurred.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  very  much  lower 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales  and  no  cases  died  from 
Puerperal  causes. 


Area  of  the  Borough  :  1,422  acres. 
Population  ;  4,691. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses;  1,607. 
Number  of  Demolished  Houses  :  19. 
Rateable  Value  :  £33,629. 

Penny  Rate  amounts  to  £133. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births;  Total 

38 

27 

Legitimate 

35 

27 

Illegitimate 

3 

— 

Still  Births;  Total 

2 

— 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

Illegitimate 

0 

— 

4 


Total  64 


M. 

37 


F. 

27 


Deaths  ; 

Birth  Rate;  13.9 
Death  Rate  ;  13.6 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  :  3  legatimate. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births:  46. 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  or  other  Puerperal  Causes  :  0. 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea  :  0. 
Cancer :  5. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis:  1. 
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MILK. 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  regularly  taken  and  examined 
for  dirt.  A  number  of  these  have  been  found  to  be  dirty. 
Two  cases  of  Undulant  or  Abortus  Fever  have  occurred  in 
the  Borough  due  to  drinking  milk — in  both  cases  T.T.  milk — - 
infected  with  the  germ  which  causes  abortion  in  cows.  These 
two  people  were  very  ill  for  many  weeks  with  hig'h  fever 
and  pain  and  confined  to  bed.  A  very  serious  illness,  details 
of  which  were  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  these 
cases  are  so  peculiar  in  their  symptoms  and  in  their  onset 
that  I  believe  a  great  many  are  overlooked  and  the  disease 
not  credited  to  the  infected  milk.  Pasteurisation  would  pre¬ 
vent  this  very  long  and  troublesome  illness.  The  herd  from 
which  the  milk  came  was  found  to  be  infected.  The  Brucella 
Bacillus  was  cultivated  from  the  milk  and  in  every  way  it  was 
shown  that  the  cause  of  illness  was  the  drinkinn  of  this 
milk,  which  was  advertised  as  T.T.  milk  and  charged  for 
at  a  higher  price  than  ordinary  milk. 


WATER. 

The  water  supply  has  been  in  every  way  satisfactory  and 
the  pumping  and  chlorination  plant  are  indeed  a  boon  to  the 
Borough.  The  water  has  been  examined  at  intervals  bac- 
teriologically  and  found  good. 

iriFEGTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Only  four  children  have  been  innoculated  against 
Diphtheria  during  the  year  by  your  Medical  Officer,  who  was 
instructed  to  carry  out  this  method  at  the  cost  of  the  Borough. 
Despite  advertisement,  this  immunization  is  neglected.  All 
infectious  cases  which  are  removed  to  Hospital  go  to  the 
Newton  Abbot  Isolation  Hospital  and  their  upkeep  is  a  charge 
on  the  Borough. 


FACTORIES. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Factories  in  the  Borough 
have  been  found  in  g;ood  order  during-  the  annual  inspection. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

8 

7 

— 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

2 

— 

(inch  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

— 

Six  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  between  5  and  10 
years  of  age.  The  others  were  15  and  24  years  of  age. 

The  two  Diphtheria  cases  were  30  and  34  years  of  age. 

Erysipelas  cases,  32,  35  and  48. 

The  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  case  was  7  years  of  age. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

All  cases  included  in  lists  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
have  been  notified. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

1 

Age 

Periods, 

Kespiiatori 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

iSon-  i 

Respiratory  ? 

M 

F 

M 

M 

F 

M 

h'  1 

0  . 

1 

1  . 

5  . 

1 

1 

10  . 

15  . 

20  . 

1 

25  . 

1 

1 

1 

35  . 

2 

1 

1 

45  . 

1 

1 

55  . 

2 

1 

1 

65  &  over 

1 

a 

Totals  ... 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1  i 

li 
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HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  38 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  15 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  30 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  — 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  se;rved  requiring  repairs  30 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

(b)  . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  - 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding:- — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  64^ 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re¬ 

ported  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  • — 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases...  13J 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 


IAN  JEFFERISS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Borough  of  Totnes. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Borough  Engineer,  Surveyor, 
and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  1938. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  my  Tenth  Annual 
Report : — 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  ten  cubic  yard  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicle,  purchased 
last  year,  continues  to  give  very  satisfactory  service. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  and  the  general  collec¬ 
tion  ot  House  Refuse  and  its  disposal  is  good.  Several  large 
country  houses  now  receive  semi-monthly  attention. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Analyses  of  all  the  supplies  were  periodically  carried  out 
by  the  County  Analyst  and  excellent  results  were  obtained 
both  chemically  and  bacteriologically. 

Approximately  the  same  number  of  g'allons  (15  million) 
as  last  year  were  dealt  with  at  the  King  George  Jubilee 
purification  works,  and  no-one  on  the  public  supply  ex¬ 
perienced  a  shortage  of  water. 

If  the  Town  continues  to  grow  in  the  same  way  as  in  the 
past  few  years  I  anticipate  the  installation  of  new  pumping 
plant  and  extensions  to  the  purification  works  within  the 
next  few  years. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

No  new  sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  past  year; 
but  improvements  have  been  made  to  those  existing. 

The  scheme  for  the  renewing  of  the  rotary  sprinklers 
at  the  Outfall  Works,  the  reconditioning  the  filter  beds  and 
the  provision  of  an  engine  to  drive  the  sludge  pumps  has  been 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  estimated  cost  of  this 
scheme,  including  monies  already  spent  under  a  suspense 
account,  amounts  to  £1,600.  I  am  informed  by  the  Minister 
that  an  informal  enquiry  will  shortly  be  held  in  Totnes. 

BUILDINGS  AND  BYE-LAWS. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  the  past  year  as  follows  : — 

Alterations,  Additions,  etc.  ...  ...  34 

New  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

For  some  time  past  I  have  been  going  through  the  Model 
Building  Bye-laws  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
vSub-Committee,  appointed  to  deal  with  them,  have  already 
met  and  I  think  another  meeting  will  be  necessary.  The 
Bye-laws  have  to  be  in  force  by  July  of  next  year. 

HOUSING. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer, 
many  houses  have  been  Inspected  and  notices  served  upon 
the  owners. 

No  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Corporation  during 
the  past  year,  although  another  scheme  is  being  considered. 

SLUIVI  CLEARANCE. 

All  the  properties  under  the  above  have  been  demolished. 
Several  others  are  under  serious  consideration  and  will  be  dealt 
v/ith  when  the  question  of  the  new  housing  scheme  is  settled, 
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PLEASURE  GROUNDS. 

During-  the  past  year  the  garden-shrubbery  on  the  site 
of  the  old  cottages  in  Coronation  Road  was  completed  and 
this  is  being-  stocked  and  looked  after  by  the  local  Girl 
Guides  Association,  to  which  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation 
are  due. 

Decorative  electric  lighting  was  carried  out  on  the  Island 
during  the  past  summer  months. 

The  paths  in  the  Borough  Park  have  been  re-surfaced 
and  all  the  buildings  there  externally  decorated. 

The  takings,  compared  with  last  season,  were  as  follows : 


Hard  Courts 
Grass  Courts 
Bowls 
Clock  Golf 
Chairs 


1938. 

£  s.  d. 
24  7  1 

2  18  11 
21  4  6 

0  1  10 


£48  12  4 


1937. 

£  s.  d. 
22  2  0 
3  3  0 
21  18  4 
0  4  10 
0  6  2 


£47  14  4 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  new  Public  Conveniences  (combined)  erected  on 
Coronation  Road  was  opened  in  July  last,  a  feature  being  that 
the  onlv  wood  used  is  in  the  doors. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
always  found  in  good  condition. 

All  condemned  food  has  been  voluntarily  surrendered  as 
follows : — 

Carcases  ...  ...  35 

Hams  r-t  I 
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In  addition  many  hundredweights  of  diseased  offal  and 
portions  of  carcases  have  been  condemned. 

MILK. 

Each  week  samples  have  been  taken  from  suppliers  and 
producers  for  cleanliness  and  one  each  month  for  tuberculosis. 
In  no  case  has  tuberculosis  been  discovered,  although  those 
denoting  uncleanliness  vary  with  the  season  of  the  year. 

HIGHWAYS. 

The  mileage  of  the  classified,  unclassified  and  District 
Roads  remains  the  same  as  last  year. 

1  am  endeavouring  to  have  all  the  Classified  Main  Roads 
within  the  Borough  surfaced  with  an  asphalt  “carpet”  and 
work  in  this  respect  proceeds  satisfactorily.  This  method 
is  certainly  very  effective  and  has  now  definitely  taken  the 
place  of  surface  dressing  with  hot  tar  and  bitumen  with  their 
accompanying  inconveniences. 

I  have  just  been  informed  that  work  on  the  Westerly 
Extension  to  the  By-Pass  will  definitely  commence  in  March 
next. 

STREET  LIGHTING. 

'I'he  number  of  street  lamps  has  not  been  increased  during 
the  past  year. 

MARKETS. 

d'he  alterations  to  the  Cattle  Markets  have  been  carried 

out  as  per  the  plans  the  Corporation  approved  last  year, 
and  they  include,  among  many  other  things,  a  Dial  Weigh¬ 
bridge  and  the  covering-in  of  the  fat  stock,  cow  and  calf 
sale  rings. 

The  receipts  from  the  Market  Weighbridge  were  £26 
17s.  Od.,  as  compared  with  £27  19s.  fid.  in  1937. 
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CONCLUSION. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
for  their  support  during-  the  past  year,  also  my  colleag-ues 
for  their  kindly  co-operation,  the  outdoor  staff,  my  pupils,, 
and  last,  but  not  least,  my  clerks,  Mr.  Parr  and  Miss  Bennett,, 
for  their  loyalty  and  attention. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOSEPH  W.  SMITH, 

M.Inst.M.  &  Cy.E.,  M.R.San.I.,  F.I.S.E. 

Roroug-h  Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector^ 
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